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LESSON -1 

                         A Cart load of Almonds. 

 

A squirrel joined the service of the King of the Forest, the 

lion .He did whatever work was given to him, quickly and 

well. The lion became fond of him and promised to give him 

a cart full of almonds as pension when he retired. The 

squirrel envied the other squirrels in the forest because of 

their carefree life. He longed to run up and down trees and 

leap from branch to branch like them but he could not leave 

the king's side and even if he could he had to move with courtly dignity. He consoled 

himself with the thought that at the end of his career, he would receive a cart full of 

almonds, a food that few squirrels got to taste in their lifetime. 
"They will envy me then," he would tell himself. The years passed. The squirrel became 

old and then it was time for him to retire. The king gave a grand banquet in his honor 

and at the end of it, presented him with a cart full of almonds as he had promised. The 

squirrel had waited so long for this day but when he saw the almonds, he was seized with 

sadness. He realized they were of no use to him now. He had lost all his teeth. 

Word booster 

1. Service: the action of helping or doing work for someone. (सससस ) (সসসস) 

2. Fond: having an affection or liking for   ( ससससस)   (সসসসসসস) 

3. Cart: a strong open vehicle with two or four wheels, typically used for carrying loads and pulled by 

a horse. (ससससस) (সসসসস) 
4. Envy: a feeling of discontented or resentful longing aroused by someone else's possessions, 

qualities, or   luck. (ससससससस) ,(সসসসস) 
5. Carefree: free from anxiety or responsibility. (ससससससस) , (সসসসসসসস) 

6. Long:(v) have a strong wish or desire   (इइइइइ) (সসসসসসসসস) 

7. Leap: jump or spring a long way, to a great height, or with great force. (ससससस) (সসস) 

8. Branch: a part of a tree which grows out from the trunk or from a bough. (सससस)  

(সসসস) 

9. Courtly: very polite or refined, as befitting a royal court. (सससस)  (इइइइइ) 

10. Dignity: the state or quality of being worthy of honour or respect. (इइइइइ)  (इइइइइइ) 
11. Console: comfort (someone) at a time of grief or disappointment. (इइइइइइइइ इइइइ) 

(সসসসসসস)   

Grand: magnificent and imposing in appearance, size, or style. (सससस) (সসসস) 
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12. Banquet: an elaborate and formal evening meal for many people. (इइइ) (সসস) 
13. Honor: high respect; great esteem. (इइइ) (इइइइइइ) 

14. Presented: give or award formally or ceremonially.(सससससससस सससस)  (इइइइइइइइइ) 

15. Seized: take hold of suddenly and forcibly. (इइइइ इइइइ)  (इइइइइइइइइइ इइइ) 
 

 

Exercise 

 
Fill up the right verb forms in the gaps 

A squirrel_________ (join) the service of the King of the Forest, the lion .He_____ (do) 

whatever work_________ (be)given to him, quickly and well. The lion___________ 

(become) fond of him and___________( promise) to give him a cart full of almonds as 

pension when he________ (retire). The squirrel_______ (envy) the other squirrels in the 

forest because of their carefree life. He________ (long)to run up and down trees and leap 

from branch to branch like them but he_________ (can) not leave the king's side and even 

if he________ (can) he_______ (be) to move with courtly dignity. He_________ (console) 

himself with the thought that at the end of his career, he_______ (will) receive a cart full 

of almonds, a food that few squirrels______(get) to taste in their lifetime.  

"They will envy me then," he______ (will) tell himself. The years________ (pass). The 

squirrel_________ (become) old and then it was time for him to retire. The king____(give) 

a grand banquet in his honor and at the end of it,___________(present) him with a cart 

full of almonds as he________(be)_______ (promise). The squirrel had waited so long for 

this day but when he_______ (see) the almonds, he was seized with sadness. He______ 

(realize0 they were of no use to him now. He had lost all his teeth. 

 
Special notes: 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________  
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LESSON -2 
     

Boar with Foresight. 
 

A wild boar was rubbing his tusks against a tree. A fox passing by asked him what he was 

doing. 

"My tusks are my weapons," said the boar. "I'm sharpening them." 

"Why waste time sharpening your weapons when there's no 

danger in sight?" said the fox. "You're being foolish." Just then a 

hunter appeared on the scene.  

Frightened by the boar's sharpened tusks, he turned on the fox 

instead and shot him dead. 

Moral : Be prepared.  

                   

Word booster 
 

1. Boar: a tusked Eurasian wild pig from which domestic pigs are descended 
2. Rub: apply firm pressure to the surface of (something), using a repeated back and forth 

motion. 
3. Tusk: a long pointed tooth, especially one which protrudes from the closed mouth, as in 

the    elephant, walrus, or wild boar. 
4. Weapon: a thing designed or used for inflicting bodily harm or physical damage. 
5. Sharpening: make or become sharp or sharper./ improve or cause to improve. 
6. Waste: fail to make full or good use of. 
7. Shot: the firing of a gun or cannon./ an attempt to hit a target by shooting./ a hit, stroke, 

or kick of the ball in sports such as football, tennis, or golf. 
8. Sight: the faculty or power of seeing/ the action or fact of seeing someone or something.

  
9. Appeared: come into sight; become visible or noticeable, especially without apparent 

cause. 
10. Scene: the place where an incident in real life or fiction occurs or occurred. 
11. Frightened: afraid or anxious 

Exercise 
Fill up the right verb forms in the gaps 
A wild boar_______ (be) rubbing his tusks against a tree. A fox passing by______ (ask) 

him what he was doing. 

"My tusks are my weapons," said the boar. "I'm sharpening them." 

"Why waste time sharpening your weapons when there's no danger in sight?"______ (say) 

the fox. "You're being foolish." Just then a hunter________ (appear) on the scene.  

Frightened by the boar's sharpened tusks, he turned on the fox instead and shot him 

dead. 
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                                     LESSON -3 

                           Defeated by Pride .  
 
Two roosters fought for supremacy in the farmyard.  
Finally one was vanquished and he went and hid himself in a corner of the hen-house.  

The victor flew up to the roof of the barn and begin to crow, “I’ve won, 
I’ve won!" 

 

An eagle swooped down and carried him away and the rooster that had 
been defeated suddenly found himself unchallenged master of the 
farmyard.  

 
Moral: The enemy is often defeated by his own pride.  

 

 

Word booster 

1. Roosters: a male domestic fowl; a cock. 

2. Fought; engage in a war or battle./ quarrel or argue./ ake part in a boxing match against 

(an   opponent).  

3. Supremacy: n. the state or condition of being superior to all others in authority, power, or 

status. 

4. Farmyard: n. a yard surrounded by farm buildings. 

5. hen-house: n. a small shed for keeping poultry in. 

6. flew: v2 of fly 

7. barn :n. a large farm building used for storing grain, hay, or straw or for housing livestock. 

8. swooped: (especially of a bird) move rapidly downwards through the air. Similar: dive 

9. defeated: adj: having been beaten in a battle or other contest. 

 

Exercise 
Fill up the right verb forms in the gaps 
Two roosters____________ (fight) for supremacy in the farmyard.  
Finally, one_____(be)______________(vanquish) and he_______ (go) and______ (hide) 

himself in a corner of the hen-house.  
The victor_______(fly)up to the roof of the barn and begin to crow, “I’ve _______(win), 
I’ve _______(win)!"  
An eagle_________ (swoop) down and_______ (carry) him away and the rooster that had 
been __________(defeat) suddenly________ (find) himself _______(unchalleng) master 
of the farmyard.  
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LESSON -4 

                           Fox in Cart .  

A fox, observing a fish cart coming, lay down and pretended to be dead.  

The cart man, tempted by the idea of making some money by selling the fox's fur, picked 

up the animal by its tail and flung it into the back of the cart among the fish.  

Then he resumed his journey. The fox ate his fill of the fish and jumped out of the cart.  

A wolf saw him jumping out and asked him what he had been doing in it. The fox told him 

and also how he had got into it in the first place.  

The wolf ran ahead of the cart and lay down in its path, pretending to be dead.  

The cart man was delighted to find another animal to sell, but he found the animal too 

heavy to lift. So, he pushed it into a sack, tied the sack to his cart and dragged it away.  

Moral: What works for one may not work for another. 

Word booster 

1. Observing: notice or perceive (something) and register it as being significant. 

2. Pretended: behave so as to make it appear that something is the case when in fact it is not 

3. Tempted: entice or try to entice (someone) to do something that they find attractive but know 
to be wrong or unwise. 

4. Fur: the short, fine, soft hair of certain animals. 

5. Flung: v2 (fling): throw or hurl forcefully 

6. Resumed: begin again or continue after a pause or interruption. 

7. Lay down: put something down  

8. Delighted: feeling or showing great pleasure 

9. Sack: a large bag made of a strong material such as hessian, thick paper, or plastic, used for 
storing and carrying goods. 

10.Tied : fastened or attached with string or similar cord. 

11.Dragged: pull (someone or something) along forcefully, roughly, or with difficulty. 

Exercise 
A fox, observing a fish cart coming, lay down and_________ (pretend) to be dead.  

The cart man,_______ (tempt) by the idea of making some money by selling the fox's 

fur,_______ (pick) up the animal by its tail and ________(fling) it into the back of the 

cart among the fish.Then he__________(resume) his journey. The fox________(eat) his 

fill of the fish and __________(jump) out of the cart.A wolf_________ (see) him jumping 

out and_______(ask) him what he had been doing in it. The fox________(tell) him and 

also how he had got into it in the first place.The wolf_______(run) ahead of the cart and 

lay down in its path, pretending to be dead.The cart man was delighted to find another 

animal to sell, but he______ (find) the animal too heavy to lift. So, he________ (push) it 

into a sack, _________(tie) the sack to his cart and ___________(drag) it away.  

 

                                                     

                                        LESSON -5 
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                               Foxy Rooster.  

 

 A fox sneaked into a farm and grabbed a prize rooster.  

The farmer saw him and raised the alarm and he and his dogs started chasing the thief.  

The fox, though he was holding the rooster in his mouth, was 

running very fast.  

"Get him! Get him!" shouted the farmer to his dogs.  

"No!" suddenly screamed the rooster. "Don't come near me!"  

"My master was very cruel to me," explained the rooster to 

the fox. "Tell him to stay away from me."  

The fox was delighted. "He wants you to stay away from him!" 

he shouted at the farmer, in the process releasing his hold on 

the rooster.  

The rooster flew up into a tree and stayed there till he was 

rescued by his master.  

Moral: Think twice before you open your mouth to speak. 

Word booster 

1. sneaked into:  to enter or leave a place quietly and secretly, with great caution  
2. grabbed: grasp or seize suddenly and roughly 
3. raised: lift or move to a higher position or level. 
4. Chasing: pursue in order to catch or catch up with. 
5. Shouted: say something very loudly 

6. Screamed: give a long, loud, piercing cry or cries expressing extreme emotion or pain. 
7. Cruel: willfully causing pain or suffering to others, or feeling no concern about it. 
8. stay away: to not go near someone or something 
9. releasing: allow or enable to escape from confinement; set free 

10. rescued: save (someone) from a dangerous or difficult situation. 

                           Exercise 
A fox___________ (sneak) into a farm and_________ (grab) a prize rooster.  

The farmer_______ (see) him and_______ (raise) the alarm and he and his dogs 

_________(start) chasing the thief.  

The fox,_______(think) he______ (be) holding the rooster in his mouth,______(be) 

running very fast. "Get him! Get him!" ____________(shout) the farmer to his dogs.  

"No!" suddenly__________(scream) the rooster. "Don't come near me!"  

"My master was very cruel to me," explained the rooster to the fox. "Tell him to stay away 

from me."The fox____ (be) _______(delight). "He wants you to stay away from him!" 

he_______ (shout) at the farmer, in the process releasing his hold on the rooster.The 

rooster______(fly) up into a tree and___________(stay)there till he__________ (be) 

rescued by his master.  
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Some More Stories For Self-Study 

Three Simple Rules 

nce there was a rich man in Thailand. His name was Chulong. He was a very rich 

man. Yet he wanted more riches, more money.  

One day he was walking in his garden. He saw a strange bird in a bush. It was very 

small. But it had very beautiful and colorful features. Its voice was also very sweet. 

Chulong had never seen such a bird in his life. He slowly went near the bush unseen. He 

caught the bird. Now the bird began to speak.  

“Why have you caught me?" the bird asked.  

“I want to make money. I can sell you for a big amount," replied Chulong.  

“But you are already rich. Why do you want more?" asked the bird.  

“Because I want to become richer and richer," replied Chulong.  

“But do not dream of making money through me!" said the bird. It further added, “You 

can not sell me. Nobody will buy me, because, in imprisonment, I lose my beauty and my 

sweet voice." Then it slowly turned into a black bird.  

The beautiful features were now looking like the feathers of a crow.  

Chulong hopes of making money were shattered. He said angrily, “I will kill you, and I will 

eat your meat."  

“Eat me! I am so small. You will not get any meat out of me," replied the bird.  

Chulong could not answer. The bird then suggested, “Well set me free. In return I shall 

teach you three simple but useful rules."  

“What is the use of the rules? I want only money," said Chulong. He was irritated.  

“But these rules can profit you greatly," added the bird.  

“Profit me! Really? Then I shall set you free. But how can I trust you? You may fly away," 

said Chulong.  

“I give you my word. And I always keep my word," said the bird.  

Chulong wanted to take a chance. He released the bird. It flew up at once. Then it sat on 

the branch of a tree. Its color started changing. It became beautiful again.  

Chulong asked, “Now teach me the rules."  

“Certainly," said the bird.  

Then it added, “The first rule is Never Believe everything others say. The second rule is 

Never be sad about something you do not have. The third rule is Never throw away what 

you have in your hand."  

“You silly bird," shouted Chulong. And he added, “These three rules are known to every 

one. You have cheated me."  

But the bird said, “Chulong, just sit down for a while. Think about all your actions of 

today. You had me in your hands, but you threw me away (released me). You believed all 

that I said. And you are sad about not having me. The rules are simple. But you never 

followed them. Now do you see the value of the rules?" so saying the bird flew away and 

disappeared from his sight.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

O 
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                        A Wise Counting.                                                      
 

Emperor Akbar was in the habit of putting riddles and puzzles to his courtiers. He often 
asked questions which were strange and witty. It took much wisdom to answer these 
questions.  
Once he asked a very strange question. The courtiers were dumb folded by his question.  
Akbar glanced at his courtiers. As he looked, one by one the heads began to hang low in 
search of an answer. It was at this moment that Birbal entered the courtyard. Birbal who 
knew the nature of the emperor quickly grasped the situation and asked, "May I know the 
question so that I can try for an answer".  
Akbar said, "How many crows are there in this city?"  
Without even a moment's thought, Birbal replied "There are fifty thousand five hundred 
and eighty nine crows, my lord".  
"How can you be so sure?" asked Akbar.  
Birbal said, "Make you men count, My lord. If you find more crows it means some have 
come to visit their relatives here. If you find less number of crows it means some have 

gone to visit their relatives elsewhere".  
 
Akbar was pleased very much by Birbal's wit.  
MORAL : A witty answer will serve its purpose. 

 

                         Hanging Together .  
 

The cranes were eating grain from his field, so the farmer set a trap and caught several of 

them. Among them was a stork.“You can see I don’t belong here," said the stork. “I’m a 

law- abiding bird. Please let me go."  

You may well be what you claim to be," said the farmer. “But I caught you along with 

these robbers, so you will have to hang with them."  

Moral: You are judged by the company you keep.  

                            Last Boast .  
 
A fir tree said boastingly to the bramble bush growing in its shade:  
“You are useless. Nobody wants you. I am everywhere used for roofs and houses. Men 
can’t do without me."  
“You’re so right," said the bramble. “Here’s a man coming to you with an axe, right now. 
Farewell."  
Moral: Pride comes before a fall.  

onkey Business 

A monkey climbed the roof of a house and entertained the people who had gathered below 
to watch it, with its antics.  
After it had gone, an ass who craved popularity climbed the roof and tried to perform the 
same tricks.  
In the process, it dislodged and broke several tiles.  
The owner of the house was furious.  
His servants went up, drove the ass down, and beat it black and blue.  

Moral: Actions that suit others may not suit you. Be yourself.  
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                               Pale Hunter.  
 
A man who wanted to be known as a fearless hunter set out to bag game.  

He found the tracks of a lion and followed them till they disappeared in stony ground.  
Just then, a woodcutter came by.  “Look here, my man," said the hunter grandly. "I was 
following a lion and have lost his tracks. Can you help me find them again?"  
""There's no need to look for his tracks," said the woodcutter. "I'll take you to the lion 
himself."  
The hunter turned pale.  
"The l-lion," he said, "no, no, just show me his tracks."  
Moral: One who pretends to be what he is not is soon exposed. 

 

                            Plane Truth.  
 
Two travelers, seeking respite from the searing heat of the midday sun, took shelter under 
a leafy tree.  

They soon felt cool and refreshed.  
“What sort of tree is this? Does it produce edible fruits?" asked one of the men to the 
other.  
“It’s a plane tree," said his companion. “Don’t waste your time looking for fruits. It 
produces neither edible fruits nor good wood. It’s one of the most useless trees around."  
“How can you say that when you’re enjoying my shade at this very moment?" snapped the 
tree.  

Moral: Often, a person’s worst critics are those who have benefited the most from him. 
 

                          Running with Herd .  
 
A young deer said to his mother, “I’m larger than a dog and swifter and I have horns to 

defend myself with. Yet when a dog appears I run away with the others. I have decided 
not to run from dogs, in future."  
Just then they heard the bark of a dog.  
The young deer was filled with fear and forgetting his resolve, took to his heels along with 
his mother and the rest of the herd.  
Moral: Fear drives away Reason.  

                            Speedy Rabbit.  
A dog spotted a rabbit and started chasing him, but the rabbit got away. Seeing this, a 

goat stopped to gloat. "Too fast for you, wasn't he?" he sneered."Why are you surprised?" 

said the dog. "I was chasing him for fun; he was running for his life."  

Moral: Performance depends on motivation. 

                              The Ailing Deer .  
 

A sick stag was lying in a corner, helpless and weak.  

He was glad he had collected enough grass to last him through his period of illness.  

But suddenly, to his dismay, he saw that some friends who had come to see him were 

helping themselves to the food."Please go away," he said. "My illness will not kill me but 

your greed certainly could."  

Moral: Thoughtless friends are more harmful than enemies.  
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                          A Priceless Lesson  
 

Once upon a time, a student named Rakesh lived in an ashram. Every night he used to 

jump over the ashram's boundary wall and roam around. He used to return before dawn. 

No one knew that Rakesh went out at night.  

One night as usual, Rakesh found everyone asleep. He peeped into Guruji's room and saw 

him sleeping. Then Rakesh crept out towards the wall. He climbed up a ladder he had and 

jumped over the wall. But actually Guruji was awake and had seen Rakesh going out.  

He got up and took away the ladder from the spot. A few hours later, Rakesh returned. In 

the dark, he tried to climb down from the wall. But Guruji stood where the ladder was. He 

helped Rakesh to get down and said, "Son, at least take a warm shawl, when you go out 

at night."  

Guruji's gentle manner made Rakesh realize his own folly. He apologized and never went 

out at night again.  

                                         Blame  
 

One day a man went for a walk on the beach. He saw that a ship full of passengers struck 

a rock and capsized in the sea. The ship went under water and all the people on board fell 

into the sea. As they did not know how to swim, they drowned one by one. The man 

watched all this from the shore but could not do anything to help the people.  

In the evening, he narrated the sad event of the ship's drowning to his friends. Everyone 

felt sorry for the dead people. The man said, "God has not been just. To kill one sinner 

aboard the ship he killed so many other innocent people."  

As he was saying this, he felt a pinch on his feet. He looked down. A red ant was biting his 

toe. Many other red ants were near his feet. In anger, he started stamping his feet to 

crush the red ants.  

God appeared at the spot and said, "See, how you are killing other innocent ants to kill 

the one which bit you. You were blaming me for my unjust act. Look at your own actions 

before blaming me for anything."  

The man felt ashamed as he realized his mistake. 

                                  Justice  

 

 

Once, a cruel man killed a rich merchant. After the killing, as he was trying to escape from 

the dead merchant's house, he was seen by the dead merchant's family members. They 

started shouting and soon a huge crowd started chasing the murderer. While running the 

murderer found some ruins and hid in it all night. Next morning as he got out of the ruins, 

someone recognised him and he was chased once again. So the murderer ran and soon 

left the city.  

Soon he reached a river. Suddenly a wolf came to attack him. Hence the murderer climbed 

up a tree. A while later he heard the rustle of leaves. He turned to see a large cobra in the 

branches of the tree. It approached the murderer and was about to strike him. To save 

himself, the murderer jumped into the river. The crocodiles of the river tore his body to 

pieces.  

So it's true that nature always serves justice. The murderer had ended someone's life so 

nature ended his life.  
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